
New Zealand Patent Application Flowchart
For cases proceeding under the Patents Act 1953

Shelston IP  |  Level 9, 60 Margaret St, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia  |  www.ShelstonIP.com

Gareth Dixon, PhD

Principal, Shelston IP

garethdixon@ShelstonIP.com

Provisional 

Application

Expiry
1st Renewal at 

4 years

3rd Renewal at 

10 years
4th Renewal at 

13 years

20 years

Deferment of Acceptance (15  or 18 m)

Applicant 

Action

Office     

Action

(31 m)        

PCT        

Inward

2nd Renewal at 

7 years

Early/Clear 

Examination 

Report

Late/Clear 

Examination 

Report

File     

Divisional

Voluntary 

Amendments

Acceptance     

& Publication
Sealing

Notice of 

Opposition

3 m

7 years4 years 3 years 3 years3 years

Early/Adverse 

Examination 

Report

Applicant 

Responds

Late/Adverse 

Examination 

Report

Hearing

15 m [2]

15 m [2]

12 m [7]

Counter-

statement

2 m

Evidentiary 

Process

Hearing

Decision

3rd Party 

Action

[1] “Late”/“Early” Exam Reports designated according to whether Deferment 

of Acceptance has expired.  Given present IPONZ throughputs, all Exam 

Reports should be “Early”

[2] 15 m (extendible to 18 m) post first and adverse Exam Report in which to 

obtain Acceptance

[3] Approx. 1 m between first and clear Report and Acceptance/Publication

[4] The approx. 1 m in [3]  does not begin until any Deferment expires

[5] Divisionals must be filed pre-Acceptance

[6] Voluntary amendments are heavily restricted post-Acceptance

[7] “Belated” Opposition may be possible under certain circumstances
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